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assistance of spotting by aeroplane, rendered impossible
by high wind.                                      *

Fifteen miles of heavy net is available here now; with
this it will be possible to guard an area off the left flank
where battleships will be able to lie and support the Army
in a sustained attack.

Once Achi Baba is in our hands we shall be in the
position'desired last April and the attack on the Narrows
can be carried out with every hope of success.

I strongly hold that this is not a purely military matter
but one of combined naval and military importance, and
I therefore have no hesitation in putting forward my views
and consider it my duty to do so as the Admiral Command-
ing at this critical moment."

A copy of this was sent to General Monro, who promptly
telegraphed the following protest to Lord Kitchener:

" i4th December, 1915.

I have just received a copy of telegram No. 662 which
Admiral Wemyss sent yesterday to the Admiralty. In this
telegram the Admiral deals with the military situation at
Helles and urges an attack on Achi Baba without delay.
I wish to dissociate myself from the views expressed by
the Admiral. An attack on this position presents an
undertaking the magnitude of which he is not in a position
to appreciate. I hold the opinion that our military responsi-
bilities, at any rate at the present juncture, in this theatre
of war, should not be further increased, especially for such
a problematical prospect as the Admiral foreshadows."

General Monro followed this up with another telegram to
Lord Kitchener:

" 15th December, 1915.

I think- it would be well if Admiral here were to confine
himself to an expression of opinion on naval matters.
We work in complete harmony but he omits no effort to
try and secure military support to his scheme of combined
military and naval operations for forcing the Dardanelles.
(Surely that is what we were there for.) I make no comment